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The Fifth Annual ‘YOU OUGHTA BE IN PICTURES’ Photo Contest: 
“Something To Smile About”

This is the fi fth year anniversary of the PETroglyphs’ ‘YOU OUGHTA 
BE IN PICTURES’ Photo Contest which gives us a lot to smile about.   
We know the animals share our happiness over the photo contest’s 
fi fth year, too.  Appropriately, the theme of this year’s contest is 
“Something To Smile About.” We want to see pictures of happy ani-
mals smiling.  

Grab your camera and start clicking photos of your animal friends 
whether they are cats, dogs, horses, parrots, guinea pigs, iguanas, rab-
bits, rats or any other animal having fun and smiling. 

This year’s winning photo receives a grand prize and will grace 
the cover of the PETroglyphs fall issue. Second and third place photos 
also receive prizes. Runner up winners and honorable mentions will 
be featured on PETroglyphs’ inside pages. The top 20 photos will be 
published on our website in living color. 

Email your favorite jpg’s (250 KB - 1 MB) to petroglyphsnm@
yahoo.com or snail mail your photo to PETroglyphs, Attn: Nancy Mara-
no, 7601 Vista del Arroyo NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109. Please include 
the photographer’s name, address, phone number, e-mail and pet’s 
name with your entries. Send clear, sharp photos. Photos under 50K 
will not be considered.  One submission per family. The photos will not 
be returned unless you include a SASE. The deadline for submissions 
is August 1, 2008. The judges decisions are fi nal. To take perfect pet 
photos check the “Pet Photo Tips” on our website at: 
www.PetroglyphsNM.org/PetPhotoTips.html.

While we don’t charge an entry fee for the contest because we want 
as many entries as possible, a donation to PETroglyphs would be ap-
preciated. Your donations keep us publishing.

Have fun capturing those smiles.
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From the Editor

Disclaimer: 
Articles presented in this publication 
are intended for educational purposes 
only, and are not intended to replace 
your veterinarian’s suggestions and 
expertise, nor are they a substitute for 
medical treatment where such is indi-
cated. PETroglyphs accepts advertise-
ments and articles from organizations/
companies believed to be of good rep-
utation, but we do not endorse nor can 
we guarantee the quality of informa-
tion provided or of services advertised.

PETroglyphs is a publication focused on 
community education for animal welfare. 
Our gratitude goes to all our advertisers 
and writers for their contributions and 
support which make this publication pos-
sible. We would also like to extend an in-
vitation to those wishing to submit stories, 
article ideas, poetry, notices of events, 
photographs, artwork, etc., that would 
enhance the purpose of this publication. 

 ©  2007  PETroglyphs is published quar-
terly.  All rights reserved. Material  may not 
be reproduced without written permission.

It’s easy to support PETroglyphs, New Mexico’s 
Award-winning Resource Publication for Animal Lovers!  

Fill out the form below and return it with your donation to PETroglyphs, 
7601 Vista del Arroyo NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109.  
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E-mail:_____________________________________________________

If you would like to donate by credit card, we accept Mastercard, Visa, 
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Name on card:______________________________________________
Card #:____________________________________________________
Expiration date: _____________________________________________
Card verifi cation #:___________________________________________
Charge my credit card in the amount of: __________________________
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For the love of animals,
Nancy Marano, Editor

The animal community recently lost two bright 
stars.  Dr. Carole Noon, a renowned primatologist, 
spent her life working with chimpanzees.  In New 
Mexico she saved the chimps at Alamogordo’s in-
famous Coulston Foundation. After rehabilitation, 
she gave them the chance to live a life of free-
dom in Florida at the Save the Chimps sanctuary 
she founded in Fort Pierce, FL. Through her efforts 
hundreds of chimps are leading happy, fulfi lling 
lives today away from cages and painful tests. 
(See p. 19.)

Kari Winters moved to Albuquerque three years 
ago from California and jumped right into vol-
unteering with animal organizations here.  She 
worked with Kennel Kompadres on the Mayor’s 
Dog Ball, one of her favorite activities.  She fos-
tered animals for Albuquerque Animal Services 
and others. She was tireless in her efforts on be-
half of shelter animals.  Kari accomplished all this 
despite many physical problems.  The animals and 
people of Albuquerque have lost a true champion.  
(See p. 4.)

It’s time for the 5th annual photo contest.  We 
are smiling in anticipation of all the wonderful 
pictures you will send in of your happy, smiling 
animals. So get those cameras clicking.

Rattlesnakes are a hazard to dogs and people 
who hike in New Mexico.  Would you know what 
to do if your dog suddenly surprised a venomous 
snake and was bitten? Find out from the caution-
ary tale in Casa Canine. (See p. 17.)

Animals were well represented in the 
legislative session this year.  See which bills 
passed and which didn’t. It’s time to start lob-

bying for next year on the bills you supported that 
didn’t make it.  (See p. 3.) 

One successful bill involved the spay/neuter li-
cense plate and the distribution of funds from its 
sale to the local area where a person purchased 
the license plate.  Now that the funds are going to 
the right place it’s time to purchase your license 
plate and educate people on pet overpopulation 
in New Mexico. (See p.18.)

PETroglyphs is now an affi liate partner with 
Dogwise.com. This site features a large selection 
of dog books and videos as well as toys and other 
dog products. In our book review section “The 
Scoop on Books” (www.Petroglyphsnm.org/re-
views.html) we now tell you if a book is available 
at Dogwise. If you order through our site, we will 
receive a referral fee from your order. I encourage 
you to check out their site at www.dogwise.com 
and then order books through our website.

Remember to sign up for the online version of 
PETroglyphs. The digital version includes the en-
tire printed issue, archived material, information 
between issues and all the photos are in color. 
Sign up in the box at www.Petroglyphsnm.org.

Have fun frolicking with your animals this sum-
mer.
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Number of Animal Protection Bills
At All-Time High in ’09 Legislative Session

By Monica Garcia, Animal Protection Voters

A Summary of What Passed and What Didn’t

New Mexico’s fast-paced 2009 leg-
islative session involved the introduc-
tion of an unprecedented number of 
animal protection bills, yet the 60-day 
period was confounded by a broad 
lack of funding for programs and 
projects. Still, by the conclusion of the 
session, several animal protection bills 
were approved.

Results of the 2009 legislative ses-
sion follow.

PASSED!

SB 127, Custody and Care of Mis-
treated Animals, sponsored by Sen. 
Peter Wirth and sponsored on the 
House floor by Rep. Al Park. This al-
lows for financial relief for local gov-
ernments, animal shelters, the New 
Mexico Livestock Board and non-prof-
it horse shelters. Agencies responsible 
for the care of animals seized in ani-
mal cruelty cases may now petition 
the court for reimbursement of the 
cost of their care.  Costs would be paid 
by those charged with animal cruelty. 

SB 185, Pet License Plate Fees to 
Animal Care Fund, sponsored by Sen. 
Mary Jane García and Rep. Bill O’Neill.  
Improves the funding mechanism of 
the existing spay/neuter license plate 
law. When this law goes into effect, 
$25 of the $35 license plate fee will go 
directly to the Animal Care and Facili-
ties Fund managed by the Animal Ser-
vices Board, to be distributed to local 
spay-neuter programs. 

HJM4, Wildlife Corridor Info Shar-
ing, sponsored by Rep. Mimi Stewart, 
describes the importance of conserv-
ing wildlife habitat corridors and the 
need for multiple partners to work to-
gether to protect such resources, pre-
vent damage to property and vehicles, 
as well as injury and death to people.  

HB 265, No Gas Chamber for Ani-
mal Euthanasia, sponsored by Rep. 
W. Ken Martinez, prohibits the eutha-
nasia of dogs and cats using carbon 

monoxide gas chambers. 

HB 593, Animal Euthanasia Re-
quirements, sponsored by Rep. W. 
Ken Martinez, gives euthanasia tech-
nicians who are licensed by the Ani-
mal Sheltering Board the authority to 
purchase, possess and administer con-
trolled substances for euthanasia and 
pre-euthanasia of cats and dogs at 
animal shelters. This will provide shel-
ters an alternative to contracting with 
veterinarians for these purposes.

HB 2, New Mexico’s State Bud-
get, sponsored by Gov. Bill Richard-
son, includes a line item that provides 
$100,000 in state funding in fiscal year 
2010 for New Mexico’s few remaining 
animal shelters that use gas chambers 
for euthanasia to transition to humane 
euthanasia by injection. 

SB 504, Feral Hog Control, spon-
sored by Sen. Phil Griego, makes it 
illegal to import or transport live fe-
ral hogs to or within New Mexico, or 
to hold for breeding, sell, or operate 
commercial feral hog hunting opera-
tions within New Mexico. 

NOT PASSED

HB 159, Expand Cruelty to Animals 
Definition, sponsored by Rep. Al Park. 
This bill would have amended the cur-
rent animal cruelty statute by expand-
ing the definition of an “animal” to 
include “captive reptiles,” and more 
clearly defining “sustenance” as food, 
water or shelter.  It added a definition 
of “criminal negligence” that would 
have assisted with the prosecution of 
cruelty cases. 

HB 781, the Equine Protection Fund, 
sponsored by Rep. Andy Nuñez. There 
are urgent needs for horses through-
out New Mexico, and those in support 
of this important legislation have not 
abandoned the initiative. Animal Pro-
tection of New Mexico (APNM) is lead-
ing the process to establish a private 

fund to address the most immediate 
needs of New Mexico’s horses. 

HB 434, Family Violence Protection 
Act Revisions, sponsored by Rep. 
Rhonda King. This would have amend-
ed the Family Violence Act to include 
animals in a Temporary Domestic Pro-
tection Order. This would help keep 
animals from being used as leverage 
against the primary victims of domes-
tic violence. 

HB 2, Intentionally Starving Ani-
mals to Death, sponsored by Rep. 
Patty Lundstrum. This would have 
amended the animal cruelty statute to 
include malicious and intentional de-
hydration and starvation as a fourth 
degree felony.

HB302/SB358, Española Animal 
Services funding, sponsored by Rep. 
Debbie Rodella and Sen. Richard Mar-
tinez. These would have amended the 
state’s budget to appropriate monies 
for operations of the Española Animal 
Shelter.     

HB 456, Purchase Police Dog Pro-
tective Vests, sponsored by Rep. Don 
Tripp. Bill would have amended the 
Law Enforcement Protection Fund to 
allow purchase of protective equip-
ment for police dogs.  

SB 313, Cruelty to Animals In-
cludes Abandonment, sponsored by 
Sen. Tim Eichenberg. This would have 
amended the state’s animal cruelty 
statute to provide felony penalties for 
those who intentionally starve or de-
hydrate their animals to death. 

SB 391, Landowner Takings of Cer-
tain Animals, sponsored by Sen. Mi-
chael Sanchez. Bill would have amend-
ed the state game and fish statutes by 
removing a landowner’s right to kill 
wildlife that presents a threat to prop-
erty.  It would have offered compensa-
tion to landowners for the monetary 
loss of crops. 

For more information on the work 
of Animal Protections Voter’s work, go 
to www.apvnm.org.
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CAT CHAT

KARI WINTERS: A HEART AS BIG AS NEW MEXICOKARI WINTERS: A HEART AS BIG AS NEW MEXICO
By Nancy Marano

CAT WRITERS’ ASSOCIATION 
MUSE MEDALLIONS 2004-6

Kari Winters cared.  She cared deeply and 
passionately about every animal who hurt and 
every person who ever needed her friendship, 
love or help.   

When Kari moved here from California three 
years ago, New Mexico gained an animal advo-
cate and champion.  One of the fi rst events she 
attended was the Mayor’s Dog Ball.  She was 
excited about the event and its mission to raise 
money for Kennel Kompadres, the fundraising 
arm of the Albuquerque shelters.  She couldn’t 
wait to volunteer to help them.  That fi rst year 
Kari won an auction bid to take her dog on 
television with Steve Stucker.  But, instead of 
taking her dog, she asked to take a shelter dog 
and consequently got him adopted.  This year 
she won lunch with Mayor Chavez and his dog 
Dukes.  Kari was very excited about this prize.  
Unfortunately, the lunch was scheduled four 
days after Kari died.

She worked at getting sponsors and auc-
tion prizes for future Dog Balls.  “If someone 
said they weren’t able to sponsor the event, 
she asked them to donate an auction prize in-
stead,” said Rick DeReyes, Marketing Director 
for Albuquerque Animal Welfare. “She believed 
in the cause and gave more than 100% of her 
time and talent.”  

DeReyes, who always supported animal 
groups, knew of Kari when he worked in Los 
Angeles.  He heard about her rescuing animals 
with The Amanda Foundation and her activism 
with the Los Angeles City Council on behalf of 
animals.  After the fi rst Dog Ball she called the 
Albuquerque shelter and asked, “How can I 
help?” He knew the shelter animals had found 
a friend.  “If something needed to be done, she 
did it softly,” he said.  “She knew how to work 
with people for the good of the animals.  When 
there was a question of cutting the Animal 
Services budget, Kari wrote letters, attended 
Council meetings and talked to everyone.  No 
one celebrated more happily when the budget 
remained as it was.”

Fostering animals was one of Kari’s passions.  
“Kari had over ten years of fostering experi-
ence when she came here,” said Jeanine Pat-
terson, Director, Albuquerque Animal Welfare 
Department.  “She did the same thing for us.  
One of her recent successes was with a mother 
poodle named Carly who’d been dumped at the 
shelter with her fi ve puppies.  Mom and babies 
remained in the shelter for eight days, the hold 
period mandated by the city.”

Since Kari was an advanced practice psychi-
atric nurse, she was very familiar with isolation 

periods and always isolated foster animals for 
21 days.  Her experience taught her animals 
from shelters always got sick.  When these dogs 
didn’t, she wrote to the Mayor, a city councilor 
and Patterson telling them how amazed she 
was and how good it was the city hired a nurse 
to run the shelter.  Kari didn’t just let something 
happen without giving praise where it was due.  
Kobi, one of her Oriental Shorthairs, helped 
raise the puppies and, according to Kari, they 
learned to purr before they learned to bark.

“Kari cared about the volunteers at the shel-
ter.  She told me volunteers would stay longer 
and do better if they felt appreciated.  To help 

with this, she set up a Yahoo! group so vol-
unteers could communicate.  We could thank 
them, educate them and show our appreciation 
of their efforts through the group,” Patterson 
said.  “She said she wanted to help me make 
them feel appreciated and answer their ques-
tions as she knew we were all too busy to pro-
vide that type of quality support.”

Teri Austin once starred in the nighttime soap 
opera, “Knots Landing.”  Now she stars as an 
animal activist in Los Angeles and is the found-
er of The Amanda Foundation. 

“Kari volunteered with us.  She wanted to 
learn everything she could about how to best 
help the creatures she loved so much.  Over the 
years I taught her everything I knew about run-
ning a rescue.  She took that knowledge, ex-
panded upon it and became a well known ani-
mal advocate in her own right,” Austin said.  

Kari’s fi rst visit to the Los Angeles city shel-
ter was profoundly moving for her.  “We found 
a small grey toy poodle in very sad shape, ne-
glected to the point of abuse.  Remi, as she 
named him, was her soul mate,” Austin said.  
“She nursed him back to health.  Her love trans-
formed him from a dirty, scraggly, shivering or-
phan no one wanted to the healthy, happy, little 
bundle she so loved.”

Remi became a symbol and reminder for Kari 
that any animal could be changed for the bet-
ter if a person just looked beyond the dirt and 
neglect and gave an orphan dog or cat some 
‘Remilove.’ 

She went on to apply her rescue knowledge 
with Southern California Siamese Rescue and 
other national Siamese rescues.  Kari continued 
her work with them even after she moved to 
Albuquerque. 

As she learned more about rescuing animals 
and animal advocacy, she also turned to writing 
about animals for several publications and her 
own website (www.shelterpetsink.com).  She 
joined the Cat Writers’ Association (CWA) and 
through that met many authors she knew only 
from their books.  Kari was never one to pro-
mote herself because she was only interested 
in helping animals.  When she won awards 
from CWA, the ASPCA and Cornell University 
for her articles on a cat-rescuing dog and feline 
infectious peritonitis (FIP), she couldn’t believe 
it.  She didn’t think her writing was in a league 
with that of the authors she admired.  

Wuffy, the cat rescuing dog she wrote about, 
was a rescue dog she convinced her friend Gary 
Rohde to adopt 14 years ago.  One day when 
Wuffy was a puppy, she carefully brought four 
abandoned kittens she’d found to Gary.  The 
veterinarian told him he would have to bottle 
feed them and help them learn to be cats.  Gary 
loved dogs but cats weren’t on his radar.  He 
needn’t have worried because Wuffy, who must 
have been a nurse in a previous life, nurtured 
the kittens and kept every one of them alive 
until they could be adopted.  

When Kari learned of Wuffy’s talent, she 
started calling Gary to say, “Send Wuffy, I need 
her help.”  Wuffy would arrive and help Kari 
care for foster kittens and cats.  She always 
seemed to know which kitten was the sickest 
and who needed the most help.  Together Kari 
and Wuffy saved and rehabilitated over 600 
cats and kittens.  They were true soul mates in 
the healing department.

Kari Winters and Nicky

(continued on page 19)
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CASA CANINE

By Deborah Schildkraut, Ph.D.

DOG WRITERS’ ASSOCIATION MAXWELL AWARD 2006

SNAKE, RATTLE, and STRIKE: Venomous Snakebites to DogsSNAKE, RATTLE, and STRIKE: Venomous Snakebites to Dogs
The late April day promised to be perfect.  The 
sun was out, birds were chirping, and fl owers 
were budding in the garden.  My dogs were out 
in the backyard for their morning romp.  One 
by one they came to the kitchen door to be let 
in for breakfast.  The last to show up was Tim-
ber, my handsome dark brindle greyhound.  As I 
opened the door, I saw immediately that some-
thing was wrong.  Timber had a large swelling, 
the size of a small grapefruit, between his jaw 
and neck.  Blood seeped from puncture marks 
on the mass.  I touched the swelling and Timber 
yelped in pain.  It all added up to one thing 
- snakebite!   From the swelling and blood, 
the most likely culprit was a rattlesnake.  Even 
thought I live in high desert country, I’ve rarely 
seen a rattlesnake, maybe fi ve or six times in 15 
years.  So Timber’s bite caught me by surprise.  

I called our veterinarian to alert him to our 
impending arrival as my husband got Timber 
into the car.  We headed out immediately for 
the clinic. My heart pounded though I tried to 
keep calm for Timber’s sake.  I feared for his life.  
Would we make it in time to save him? I didn’t 
even know if the veterinarian would be able 
to help Timber.   I had little knowledge about 
venomous snakebites to dogs.   Do you?

What species of venomous snakes live in your 
area? Do you know how to reduce the chances 
of your dog being bitten? Would you know 
what to do if a venomous snake bites your 
dog?  Anyone who lives, hikes or travels with 
dogs in areas where venomous snakes live 
should know how to recognize the symptoms 
of a venomous snakebite, what to do after a 
bite occurs, and how to prevent snakebites in 
the fi rst place. 

Symptoms
Initial symptoms are swelling at the site of the 
bite, punctures marks – usually two from the 
fangs, bleeding, and pain.  Toxicity is affected 
by the age and type of snake, how deep the 
fangs penetrated, how much venom was inject-
ed, the number of bites and where they are lo-
cated, the size of the snake and the size of the 
dog.  The longer you wait to get treatment, the 
greater and more serious will be the symptoms.  
Untreated, death can occur within hours. 

Dr. Carolyn Fletcher, a veterinarian at the Aztec 
Animal Clinic in Albuquerque says, “ A venom-
ous snakebite is an emergency situation.  Im-
mediate treatment is paramount. The faster you 

get your dog to your veterinarian, the greater 
the chances of a positive outcome.  If you de-
lay treatment, you put your dog at greater risk 
for shock and cardiovascular collapse, coagul-
opathy (excessive bleed because of abnormal 
clotting), severe infection, tissue necrosis, and 
a great deal of pain.”  

If you suspect your dog has been bitten by a 
venomous snake, keep your dog as still as pos-
sible as you transport him to the veterinarian.  
This will slow down the rate that the venom 
moves throughout the body. You may have 
heard about fi rst aid techniques like cutting 
the puncture site and sucking out the venom, 
putting ice on the wound or tying a tourni-
quet around the wound.  These will not help 
your dog and may cause more damage.  If you 
have a cell phone, call ahead to let your animal 
hospital know you are bringing in a venomous 
snakebite victim. 

It is helpful to know what kind of snake bit your 
dog.  Try to remember what the snake looks like 
if you see it.  But never attempt to handle or go 
near the snake.  If you get bit, you aren’t going 
to be able to help your dog.  The dog can be 
treated even if the type of snake is unknown.

Treatment
Once you arrive at the animal hospital, treat-
ment will consist of several components.  IV fl u-
ids, antibiotics, antihistamines and pain medi-
cation will be administered.  These help prevent 
shock, fi ght infection, support the cardiovascu-
lar system, and manage the pain.  Antivenin 
is available for rattlesnake and other pit viper 
snakebites.  It is most affective if given within 
4 hours of the bite. Antivenin is expensive, not 
always available, and not always required. The 
decision to use antivenin should be made on a 
case-by-case basis by your veterinarian in con-
sultation with you.  Depending on the severity 
of the bite, your dog may require an overnight 
stay at the animal hospital so that staff can 
continue to monitor your dog while providing 
continued IV fl uids and medication. 

Prevention
Educate yourself about the types of venomous 
snakes that live in your area.  Know what they 
look like and where they are likely to be found.  
There are many helpful websites that identify 
snakes and their habitats.  If you are traveling, 
camping or hiking this knowledge is also use-
ful.

Snake activity varies according to season. 
Snakes are cold-blooded animals called rep-
tiles, and require external heat from the sun to 
keep warm and active.  Most types of snakes 
hibernate in the winter.  With the shorter day 
length, there is insuffi cient warmth for snakes 
to be active.  Most snakebites occur in the 
spring and fall when the days are warm and 
the nights cold.  

If you are walking your dog during snake sea-
son, spring through fall, keep your dog on a 
leash.  Dogs being curious creatures who in-
teract with the world through their senses of 
smell, love to stick their noses into holes, dens 
and burrows on the ground and under trees.  A 
poke into the wrong hole can result in a snake-
bite.  If your dog is out in your backyard and 
seems particularly interested in something on 
the ground, check it out.  It may be a snake. 

(continued on page 19)

Deets photos by Annie Whitney

Deets, an Australian cattle dog

Deets being treated for a
rattlesnake bite
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A NEW BEGINNING
FOR NEW MEXICO’S

SPAY/NEUTER LICENSE PLATE
By Leslie King

Starting July 1, $25 of the $37 paid by New Mexi-
cans for the special spay/neuter license plate will go 
to spaying/neutering programs in the purchaser’s 
home county.  That’s compared to $6 of the $37 that 
went to programs in years past.

Additionally, New Mexico residents can now be con-
fident that proceeds from the license plate sales are 
effectively reaching the programs the plates were de-
signed to help. 

Credit for fixing the way funds are distributed goes 
to State Sen. Mary Jane García (D-Doña Ana), fresh-
man Representative Bill B. O’Neill (D-Albuquerque), 
and other legislators dedicated to improving the lives 
of New Mexico’s animals, as well as to Animal Pro-
tection Voters (APV), a statewide, non-profit animal 
advocacy group.

Senate Bill 185, signed by Governor Bill Richard-
son April 7, amends language in the original spay/
neuter license plate law, increasing the percentage 
of the purchase price going to local programs and 
streamlining the money’s distribution process.  It also 
amends language in the state’s Animal Sheltering Act 
to specify that spay/neuter programs in a county will 
receive the funds directly attributable to the number 
of special license plates purchased in that county.

Also, the funds now will be distributed by the Ani-
mal Sheltering Board, a state-level regulatory board 
whose members have expertise in animal welfare is-
sues and are appointed by the governor. 

The original spay/neuter license plate law was 
passed before the existence of an appropriate an-
imal-related state fund to which proceeds could be 
directed.  Consequently, the distribution formula di-
verted 53% of each plate’s purchase price to the State 
Road Fund, with another $10 taken by the Motor Ve-
hicle Department as an administrative fee.  The rest 
of the proceeds were lumped with other funds the 
state sends periodically to local governments, ham-
pering access to the balance that remained for spay/
neuter programs.

García worked to draft the new language, with 
help from APV, and sponsored the bill in the Senate, 
where it passed with no opposition.  O’Neill carried 
the bill in the House, where it also passed with no 
opposition.  All the legislators who saw the need to 

revamp the license plate law deserve a huge round of 
applause from the animal welfare community in New 
Mexico. One way, perhaps the best way, to show your 
thanks is to purchase a spay/neuter plate.

If you haven’t yet purchased your own spay/neuter 
license plate, this year is the time to do it, in order to 
maximize the percentage of your purchase that goes 
to pay/neuter programs in your county. 

The bright yellow plates with a blue paw print over 
a red silhouette of New Mexico feature the message, 
“Don’t Litter, Spay - Neuter.”  The design was created 
by Josh Leach when he was a design student at Al-
buquerque’s Art Center Design College.  They were 
introduced in 2006 and, since then, over 300 New 
Mexicans have purchased them.

Their purpose is twofold:  to educate people about 
the pet overpopulation problem facing New Mexico; 
and to help fund spay/neuter surgeries for dogs and 
cats around the state.  Everyone can agree that en-
hanced spay/neuter programs at local levels will help 
reduce the number of animals euthanized each year 
and will ease the financial woes of overburdened lo-
cal animal control and public safety budgets.

The spay/neuter license plates may be ordered from 
the Motor Vehicle Department.  Order forms can be 
obtained at an MVD office or downloaded from the 
MVD website at: www.state.nm.us/tax/forms/mvd/
MVD11249.pdf. The MVD form may also be down-
loaded on Animal Protection of New Mexico’s web-
site at: www.apnm.org

If you’d like to help promote New Mexico’s spay/
neuter license plate in your community, full-color 
posters are available free of charge from Animal Pro-
tection of New Mexico (contact leslie@apnm.org).

Leslie King, Community Programs Manager of Animal Protection 
of New Mexico and Animal Protection Voters, may be reached at 
505-265-2322, extension 26 or email: leslie@apnm.org
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On May 2, 2009, primatologist and chimpanzee advocate Dr. Carole Noon died 
from pancreatic cancer.  She spent her life championing the rights of chimpan-
zees.  She worked tirelessly for their release from their deplorable plights in 
captivity, and toward life-long sanctuary in natural habitats through Save the 
Chimps in Fort Pierce, FL., the organization she founded in 1997.

Dr. Noon recognized a kinship with chimpanzees that impassioned her determi-
nation and fueled her work on their behalf.  Chimpanzees are the closest rela-
tions to humans in the animal kingdom, closer to humans than they are even to 
the other great apes, gorillas and orangutans.  Humans and chimpanzees share 
over 98% of their DNA, with remarkable mental, emotional, and behavioral 
similarities as well.  It was unfathomable to Dr. Noon that chimpanzees were 
subjugated to horrific lives as subjects in medical laboratories, as ill-conceived 
pets or as the brunt of demeaning humor in the entertainment industry.  

One of Dr. Noon’s major victories for chimpanzees occurred in 2002 right here 
in New Mexico.  Working with the Arcus Foundation, In Defense of Animals, 
and Animal Protection of New Mexico, Dr. Noon was able to secure the release 
of 266 chimpanzees from the infamous Coulston Foundation, an abysmal bio-
medical research laboratory in Alamogordo, NM.  Over half of the chimpanzees 
have already been moved to the Save the Chimps sanctuary in Florida.  To un-
derstand the full magnitude of this critical action, please read the original story 
at: www.petroglyphsnm.org/covers/cccc.html.

Dr. Noon’s legacy is enormous. She is a stellar reminder that it is still possible 
to affect change in the world. She has raised public awareness about the in-
humanity that humans have perpetrated upon their nearest kin in the animal 
kingdom. Foremost are the hundreds of chimpanzees who no longer suffer in 
darkness and isolation and are now spending their lives in the sun and fresh air, 
among trees and grass and with each other.  Dr. Noon was their champion and 
hero.  The world is a better place for the way she chose to spend her life.

For more information, see www.savethechimps.org.

Cat Chat: Kari Winters,
con’t from page 4

Darlene Arden, a close friend of Kari’s and one of 
the authors she admired, explained Kari’s ability with 
animals like this.  

“A chosen few have a special gift for rehabilitating 
special needs animals.  Kari was one of those people.  
Her ability to help dog after dog, cat after cat, was 
more than impressive.  Kari had the patience and 
love to gain the trust of orphans of all ages, and turn 
them around.  Whatever problems they had devel-
oped from unknown situations before fi nding their 
way into rescue, Kari could change their lives, taking 
something broken and making it whole.”

Kari and I knew each other through CWA and our 
friendship grew when she moved to Albuquerque.  
None of her large network of friends will ever know 
how many animals she saved, rehabilitated and re-
homed although it probably is well over 1000.  She 
did her work quietly despite her own health issues 
and pain.  

But those animals who knew her voice, her touch 
and above all her patient love, will always remem-
ber the angel who helped them when they needed it 
most.  And the ones who preceded her will be wait-
ing to welcome her home.  One can only imagine 
the thunderous purrs, barks and clapping paws on 
her arrival with her dearly loved Remi, Nicky, Kobi to 
name but a few.

Perhaps Teri Austin captured all of our thoughts 
when she said, “I picture her sitting on a big, comfy 
couch with various ‘four footers’ snuggled around 
her.  This is how I often saw her in her home and it’s 
how I’ll picture her now.”

As Luciano De Crescenzo so aptly said, “We are 
each of us angels with only one wing. And we can 
only fl y embracing each other.” 

Kari soared embracing the whole world.

(If you with to remember Kari Winters, a donation 
to Treasurer - Kennel Kompadres, 139 Palacio Rd., 
Corrales, NM 87048 would be appreciated.)

Nancy Marano is an award-winning author 
who is owned by two cats, Sammy and Rocky, 
and a Westie named Maggie May.

Wuffy at work
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Casa Canine:
Snake, Rattle and Strike, 
con’t from page 17

Most snakes, including rattlesnakes, would pre-
fer to escape unseen by passing hikers or dogs.  
You may have walked right by a rattler and not 
even noticed it.  Rattlesnakes do offer a warning 
rattle.  Although most bites to dogs occur when 
they are using their noses to investigate a snake 
or hole in the ground, it is also possible to inad-
vertently step on or walk too close to one, and a 
rattler will bite without rattling. Hiking at night in 
the dark is a bad idea, especially in the summer as 
rattlers are more active at night than the extremely 
hot summer days.  Keep your eyes as well as your 
ears open. 

A vaccine is available to protect your dog from 
the severe effects of rattlesnake bites. If you live 
where rattlers are prevalent, you may want to 
discuss whether the vaccine is right for your dog.  
The vaccine seems to lessen the effects of a bite, 
although supplementary treatment may still be 
necessary.

In some parts of the country rattlesnake avoid-
ance training is available. You can check for classes 
offered in your area.  

Fortunately, we got Timber to the veterinary hos-
pital within a half hour of his bite. He received a 
single bite to his neck that just missed his jugular 
vein!  He required overnight hospitalization for 
extended IV fl uid therapy and came home with 
prescriptions of antibiotics and pain medication.  
He survived with no permanent damage.  The good 
news is that 80-90% of dogs who receive prompt 
treatment after a venomous snakebite will recov-
ery completely.  Even if you are not sure if your 
dog’s bite was from a venomous snake, err on the 
side of caution and get your dog to your veterinary 
hospital ASAP.  Our dogs are important members of 
our families and they deserve to be given the best 
chances for a full recovery. 

Deborah Schildkraut, Ph.D. is an animal 
behaviorist and educator. She shares her 
home in Cerrillos with her husband, dogs 
and horses.

Did you know?
Most rattlesnake bites occur in • 
spring and early fall.
Most dogs are bitten in the face/• 
nose area.
If treated within a few hours, 80-• 
90% of dogs survive.
A snake strike is 4 times faster than • 
a person can react to it.
The striking distance of a snake is • 
about 2/3 of a snake’s body length. 

THE BEST COURSE OF ACTION AFTER A 
SNAKEBITE IS TO GET YOUR DOG TO THE 
VETERINARIAN IMMEDIATELY!
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SHOP THE PETroglyphs STORE AT CAFEPRESS.COM
 

Help animals by showing your PETroglyphs colors! 
Don your PETroglyphs T-shirt and pack your PETroglyphs tote with 

necessities for a day of hiking. Shop cafepress.com for an extensive lineup of 
high-quality, useful products with designs by PETroglyphs. 

We receive a donation from every purchase you make. 

Visit the PETroglyphs store at 
www.cafepress.com/petroglyphsnm

Give a gift of Petroglyphs
A copy of Petroglyphs is on every animal lover’s wish list for

holidays, birthdays or no occasion at all.

Why give Petroglyphs?

It’s unique. It’s the only statewide animal newspaper in New Mexico packed with 
  expert advice, cool products and services, local animal events, and more!
It’s easy.  Avoid the crowds by ordering online or by mail.
It’s cheery.  A personalized card accompanies each gift subscription.
It keeps on giving.  Four big issues throughout the year.
It’s affordable.  Just a $15 donation. One year’s worth of Petroglyphs.

Treat your family and friends (or yourself!) with gift copies of Petroglyphs delivered to your mailbox.

Return this form with your donation to be put on the mailing list. All donations are tax-deductible.
Additional donations are very much appreciated.

Name  (please print)  _____________________________________________________________________________
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