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THE JOURNEY TO WESTMINSTER
By Deborah Schildkraut, Ph.D.

Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, the world’s most famous 
dog competition, commenced its 134th show on February 15, 
2010 at Madison Square Garden in New York City. Two thousand 
fi ve hundred dogs and their owners, handlers, groomers and 
judges gathered at 8 a.m. to begin the two day show that would 
culminate in the pinnacle of all dog show accolades – Best in 
Show at Westminster.  

Among those pursuing dogdom’s biggest prize were three 
New Mexicans and their canine companions - Sharon Newcomb 
and her Papillon, Mickey, from Santa Fe; Arlene Nonnemacher 
and her Bouvier Des Flandres, Uno, from Albuquerque; and 
Christi Leigh and her Briard, Cognac, from Carlsbad.  For these 
women, the long journey to Westminster began years before 
that February morning.  

Sharon Newcomb & Mickey

Sharon Newcomb has been show-
ing dogs for more than 40 years, and 
Papillons since the 1970s. This year 
she was at Westminster with her Papil-
lon Mickey, aka Champion Domino’s 
Once in a Blue Moon.  Mickey is a six-
pound bundle of fl uff and spunk who 
is calm in the ring and clearly familiar 
with the routine of competition.  

Dogs are a family affair for Sha-
ron.  She and her two daughters own 
several boarding kennels and groom-
ing shops.  All three are active in the 
dog show world.  Sharon refers to the 
three of them as “lifers.” Sharon jointly breeds and shows Papil-
lons and Anatolian Shepherds with her younger daughter Elyse 
Vandermolan.  They were in the ring together at Westminster, 
Sharon with Mickey and Elyse with her Papillon, Paco.  Sharon 
and her older daughter Kim Marcus raise and show Havanese 
as well as Anatolians.  Sharon can’t remember the fi rst time her 
daughters went with her to a dog show. “They just always went, 
they were like ‘little sponges’ soaking it all up,” she recalls.  

Sharon has become an accomplished and well-respected 
judge in the show ring. She rarely shows Mickey at Papillon 
breed shows any more. “Because I am judging them more and 
more, I don’t like to be competing one weekend and pointing 
(how judges indicate the winners) the next weekend with the 
same entries,” she explains. 

2010 is not the fi rst time Sharon has been to Westminster.  
In 1971, her Pomeranian, Champion Duke’s Little Red Baron 
of O’Kala won Best in Toy Group at the Garden.  The fi rst and 
only German Shepherd Dog to win Best in Show at Westmin-
ster, Champion Covy Tucker Hill’s Manhattan, aka Hatter, lived 
with, was groomed by and conditioned by Sharon.  She and her 
family were at the Garden that February night in 1987 when 
Hatter won Best in Show.  It was an emotional experience she 
remembers with great excitement.  “We had an impromptu party 
at the hotel across the street afterward and Hatter wandered 
from table to table being petted by all.  He was a sociable fellow 

and was really loved by the dog world.”  
And mighty little Mickey took the best 
of breed as top Papillon at Westminster 
2009.

Christi Leigh and Cognac

Participating at Westminster for the 
fi rst time were Christi Leigh with her 
Briard Cognac, aka Champion Celebra-
tia’s Vintage Eighty-Four. Briards are a 
large breed and the silken haired Cognac 
weighs in at 85 lbs.  Christi was traveling 
in France in 1991 when she saw a Briard 
for the fi rst time.  She was taken by the 

breed’s graceful movement, gliding as if fl oating on air.  She was 
also impressed by their strength, stamina and agility.  She was 
smitten by the intelligent herding dogs and fi ve years later she 
began to show Briards. 

Cognac’s lineage is unusual. Christi prefers the old style breed 
characteristics that she saw in France.  Cognac was sired by fro-

Sharon Newcomb and her Papillon, Mickey
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From the Editor

Disclaimer: 
Articles presented in this publication 
are intended for educational purposes 
only, and are not intended to replace 
your veterinarian’s suggestions and 
expertise, nor are they a substitute for 
medical treatment where such is indi-
cated. PETroglyphs accepts advertise-
ments and articles from organizations/
companies believed to be of good rep-
utation, but we do not endorse nor can 
we guarantee the quality of informa-
tion provided or of services advertised.

PETroglyphs is a publication focused on 
community education for animal welfare. 
Our gratitude goes to all our advertisers 
and writers for their contributions and 
support which make this publication pos-
sible. We would also like to extend an in-
vitation to those wishing to submit stories, 
article ideas, poetry, notices of events, 
photographs, artwork, etc., that would 
enhance the purpose of this publication. 

 ©  2007  PETroglyphs is published quar-
terly.  All rights reserved. Material  may not 
be reproduced without written permission.
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For the love of animals,
Nancy Marano, Editor

Spring is blooming outside my window as I 
write this.  The jonquils are giving off their cheery 
greeting to the world and telling us we made it 
through another winter.  

Spring is also a busy season in the animal 
world.  Events pick up as rescue groups and shel-
ters show off their animals in hopes of getting 
them adopted and fundraisers abound so groups 
can raise enough money to care for the animals 
they are helping.  

It’s also kitten season.  Shelters and rescue 
groups are overrun with kittens and puppies left 
at their doors.  This is because people forgot to 
have their cats and dogs spayed or neutered last 
year.  It points to the continuing problem of ani-
mal overpopulation and what needs to be done 
to fi x it.  Spay/neuter is the theme of this year’s 
Mayor’s Dog Ball in Albuquerque and it is the 
subject of a new directory available online called, 
Spay-Neuter Resources in New Mexico: Low-Cost 
and No-Cost Programs. (p.RG-16)

Every February I sit in front of my TV to watch 
the Westminster Dog Show.  Where else do you 
get to see so many gorgeous dogs in one place 
and watch as they choose another Best in Show.  
This year Deborah Schildkraut was lucky enough 
to actually be there.  She reports on what it was 
like for the three New Mexico women and their 
dogs who had a chance at that coveted title.  She 
also gives you her behind the scenes observations 

of the show and what being there meant to 
her in Casa Canine (p.17).

Meet Barbara Bruin, Albuquerque’s new 
shelter director.  She answered questions for 
PETroglyphs on what goals she has for the shel-
ters, how she hopes to get more animals adopted 
and what we can expect when the Eastside shel-
ter renovation is fi nished. (p.3)

Feral cats have a diffi cult life.  Sometimes they 
are lucky enough to fi nd a caring person who will 
feed the colony but what happens when that per-
son dies?  In my hometown of Evanston, IL, I was 
horrifi ed to learn that instead of practicing the 
humane method of Trap-Neuter-Return or seek-
ing help from local or national animal groups, the 
City Council’s decision was to trap and euthanize 
the cats.  This is an unacceptable, uneconomic, 
unsuccessful and inhumane way to solve the 
problem. (p.4)

The Postal Service™ is issuing new stamps 
with the theme Animal Rescue: Adopt A Shelter 
Pet.  Each of the 10 stamps has the picture of a 
beautiful shelter animal who was adopted.  Each 
time you put one of these stamps on an enve-
lope, you are reminding others that shelter pets 
deserve a forever home.  (p.RG-14)

Enjoy spring.  Take your dog for a run at the 
dog park and give your cat an extra special treat.  
Most of all give them your attention and care.
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BARBARA BRUIN:  
  NEW DIRECTOR FOR ALBUQUERQUE ANIMAL WELFARE

By Nancy Marano

December 1, 2009 marked the day Barbara Bruin began her job as 
director of the Albuquerque Animal Welfare Department.  This job comes 
with heartaches and headaches.  For a compassionate person the heart-
aches come from the number of homeless animals euthanized every year 
– 10,347 in 2009.  The headaches stem from trying to provide for animals, 
staff, volunteers and programs within a budget which will be severely cut 
this year.  City departments are facing a $50 million dollar shortfall in this 
year’s budget.  

Bruin’s background is in public administration and law.  A native of 
Roswell, NM, she graduated from the University of New Mexico (UNM) 
and the UNM Law School then practiced law in Pennsylvania and Wash-
ington, D.C.  While she’s never directed an 
animal shelter, she is an animal lover and is 
familiar with New Mexico’s animal issues. 
On her return to Albuquerque she served as 
a volunteer and then a board member of An-
imal Humane New Mexico (AHA).  She still 
serves on the New Mexico Attorney Gen-
eral’s Animal Cruelty Task Force.   

Now that she’s had some time to adjust 
to her new job PETroglyphs spoke with her 
about the challenges the shelters face and 
her goals for the Animal Welfare depart-
ment.

PETroglyphs:  What are your priorities 
for the shelters?  What do you think 
needs to be improved or changed?
Bruin:  “My top priority is increased spays 
and neuters in the city.  I don’t think we’ll 
end the suffering and death unless we end 
the animal overpopulation.  It was wonderful 
that the Mayor recently held a press confer-
ence about the necessity for spay and neuter.  
All of the rescue groups involved in spay and 
neuter efforts were there as a group to un-
derscore the importance of this.

Next I want to see more humane shelter-
ing of the animals in the shelters.  This means 
improving the way we care for them while they are with us.  We need to 
make the animals more comfortable and happy while they are here and 
make more information about the animals available to the public.  

We need to get more animals adopted.  In order to do this, we must 
improve the user friendliness of our shelters.  

I want to see an improved cattery at the Eastside shelter.  The way the 
cages are now looks like we’re putting the cats into microwave ovens.  
I’m told only four out of 100 cats is reclaimed.   We need to do something 
about this.”

PETroglyphs:  The previous administration made live exit a goal 
for the shelters.  Do you plan to continue that goal and, if so, how 
do you plan to achieve it?
Bruin: “This is really an animal-friendly community which is why I think 
we can do a lot better than we have in the past.  We keep animals as long 
as they are healthy and happy.  We have a review date for each animal 
but there isn’t a particular date when they must be adopted or be eutha- (continued on page 19)

nized.  We had one pit bull who’d been here since October.  He was fi nally 
adopted in December after we sent him to Lucky Paws.  A lot of animals 
who are tough cases or who have special needs get adopted from Lucky 
Paws.”  (See http://www.petroglyphsnm.org/newsletters/winter_2009/
lucky_paws_new_look.html for more information on Lucky Paws.)

PETroglyphs:  Do you plan to work with community rescue groups 
to get animals adopted?
Bruin: “We’ve come to the conclusion that there are only a set number 
of homes so we may not get more adopted.  We would like to work with 
all the rescue groups to have them take animals out of our shelters.  They 

may be able to get them adopted in differ-
ent venues than we use.  This is especially 
true for cat rescue groups.  Cats don’t do 
well at the shelter.  They just don’t get out 
alive.  This is due partly to disease, partly to 
the fact that people rarely reclaim lost cats, 
and partly because cats don’t show well in 
shelter situations.

I’m saying to the rescue groups, ‘Take our 
animals, please.  Get them out of here.’  Cats 
need to leave the shelter quickly because of 
the chance of disease and dogs lose heart  
when they stay in the kennel too long.

Any rescue group that would like to work 
with us that isn’t currently doing so should 
contact me and we’ll see what we can ar-
range.”

PETroglyphs: How do you plan to in-
crease the number of spays and neu-
ters in order to fi ght animal overpopu-
lation?
Bruin: “The Mayor’s Ball this year is called 
‘Let’s Fix The Problem.’  The proceeds from 
this fundraiser will be used for spay/neuter 
efforts.   

We want to increase our capacity to do 
spay/neuter surgery for the pets of low-

income Albuquerque residents.  When I started here, I inherited a list of 
800 people who had signed up to have their animal spayed or neutered.  
We are working on cutting that list down.  We are joining with other 
groups to accomplish this.  AHA has space available for spay and neuter 
surgeries in their low-income clinic which we can use.  Individual veteri-
narians and various rescue groups are working with us on this, too.  Our 
spay/neuter van is parked at the Westside shelter where our veterinarian 
spends one day a week doing spays and neuters for outside animals.  We 
cannot mix the outside animals with the shelter animals because of the 
possibility of disease.”
 
PETroglyphs: Do the shelters need volunteers?  If so, what do you 
need them to do? 
Bruin: “Dr. Vigil, one of our veterinarians, is ramping up the foster pro-
gram.  We are already in kitten season.  Every day more and more kittens 
are brought in who need fostering.  Sometimes we get mother cats with 

Barbara Bruin with rescued Frank
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CAT CHAT

TRAP-NEUTER-RETURN: A Case Study in Mis-Handling Feral Cats TRAP-NEUTER-RETURN: A Case Study in Mis-Handling Feral Cats 
By Nancy Marano

CAT WRITERS’ ASSOCIATION 
MUSE MEDALLIONS 2004-6

Nancy Marano is an award-winning author 
who is owned by two cats, Sammy and Rocky, 
and a Westie named Maggie May.

Feral cats lead diffi cult, dangerous lives.  They live out-
side all the time, dodging cars, battered by the elements, 
fi ghting other cats for territory and food, left at the mercy 
of people and predators, never knowing where their next 
meal is coming from.  

Occasionally a kind person takes responsibility for feed-
ing a feral colony on a regular basis.  The feral colony can 
relax a little about where their food is coming from but 
what happens if that person dies?  Suddenly the food 
source is gone and now the ferals face even worse perils.  
The city they live in may suddenly decide to kill them all.

Recently I learned of such an unsavory episode in Evan-
ston, IL.  My hometown decided to do just that to a colony 
of feral cats which had been cared for by a woman named 
Ewa Rokossowski.  Rokossowski fed a large feral colony es-
timated at as many as 100 cats on her property for the last 
15 years.  The city paid little attention to the cats during all 
that time, even though there were occasional complaints 
from neighbors, because Rokossowski was opposed to any 
type of trapping.  If anyone put out traps, she would spring 
them, according to a neighbor.  After she died, neighbors 
complained to the city again because now the cats were 
using their yards as litter boxes and showing up at peoples’ 
doors looking for food.  

The city contacted Rokossowski’s relatives who were 
unable to take over the colony’s care and opted to let the 
city handle the matter.  This decision allowed the City of 
Evanston to post notices that read:

The Evanston Animal Control Bureau will be 
conducting an on-going animal control abate-
ment process, focusing on the feral cat popula-
tion at this address. 

They sent out fl yers in the neighborhood asking people 
to keep their domestic cats indoors so they didn’t wander 
onto the property when the trapping was in progress.  All 
trapped cats were euthanized.

As soon as people realized what was happening, letters 
started pouring in to the City Council about how awful this 
plan was.  People showed up at Council meetings to plead 
for the cats.  

A majority of the messages sounded like this one:
      
J Rivelli says 
There is a much better way than this and you 
know it. How can you kill these innocent crea-
tures? Alley Cat Allies is willing to help you. 
There are many advocates on the ground here 
in Chicago, but you choose to take the easy way 
out and the more expensive…the taxpayers are 
paying for your killing. Think about it, please.

The City replied that it was working with groups to put 
the cats into adoptive homes.  Anyone who works with 
ferals knows this is not a practical solution.  Ferals aren’t 
domestic cats who strayed from home for a day, although 
lost, domestic cats may be in a feral colony.  Ferals are un-

socialized and don’t adjust well to living with people in a 
home.  A kitten, who is still young enough, may be social-
ized and become a domestic cat but this rarely happens 
with an adult feral.

Most residents wanted Evanston to accept help from 
groups such as Alley Cat Allies, a national nonprofi t dedi-
cated to the welfare of feral cats.  Tree House Humane So-
ciety, a no-kill cat rescue in Chicago, even offered to trap 
the remaining cats, spay or neuter them and then relocate 
them.

People who contacted the City Council asked the City to 
use a process called Trap-Neuter-Return, TNR, the accepted 
protocol for controlling feral cat colonies.  Cats are trapped, 
neutered and returned to their original location under the 
care of a volunteer caretaker. Neutering creates a natural 
process of attrition and eventually the colony disappears.  
This is the humane way to handle cat overpopulation.

Within two days of announcing the trap and euthanize 
plan, Alley Cat Allies contacted the City, calling for a mora-
torium on the killing and offering their help to establish a 
long-term plan for feral control.  

Tree House also contacted the Evanston Animal Warden 
within days of the announcement.  They offered help in set-
ting up a plan in accordance with the Cook County Man-
aged Care of Feral Cats Ordinance.  

Two weeks later, after most of the cats were euthanized, 
Evanston worked out an agreement with Tree House.  Aside 
from the inhumanity of killing ferals, this method doesn’t 
work well.  It creates a void which is fi lled by other non-
neutered cats who multiply and create the problem all over 
again.

Tree House arranged for, and is training, volunteers to 
manage small groups of cats once they are spayed, neu-
tered and retuned to the neighborhood.  They have received 
aid in this from Alderwoman Judy Fiske, the owner of a pet 
supply store in Evanston.  She stressed that TNR has worked 
well with other feral colonies in Evanston.

Several of the cats Tree House took from the Evanston 
property were already spayed or neutered and had micro-
chips.  These were lost, domestic cats who lived with the 
ferals for protection.  It makes you wonder how many of the 
euthanized cats also belonged to Evanston families who 
thought their pet cat was missing.

Tree House is setting up a long-term training program 
in Evanston so this never happens in the future.  They are 
working with CARE (Community Animal Rescue Effort), a 
volunteer group which helps run the Evanston Animal Shel-
ter. Megan Lutz of CARE will head up the Feral Cat Task 
Force.  They also plan to work with students from North-
western University to help with a feral colony on campus.

Jennifer Schuelter of Tree House acknowledges that 
although this episode started tragically, Tree House has 
formed a strong partnership with CARE and now has the 
attention of Evanston offi cials.

As a resident of Evanston for most of my life, I hope the 
city’s policy toward feral cats, and all animals, continues 
moving in a more humane direction.  Horrifying as this 
situation was, Evanston is not the only city that has weak 
or non-existent policies for dealing with feral cats.

In Los Angeles several groups recently sued the City and 
the Department of Animal Services for working with com-
munity groups and nonprofi t organizations that work with 
feral cats.  The plaintiffs claim stray cats harm the ecosys-
tem by killing birds.  The district court ruled in favor of the 
plaintiffs and ordered that the City can no longer inform 
the public about TNR services available in the community.  
The ruling ensures that thousands of cats will be killed at 
taxpayer expense.  The No Kill Advocacy Center and Stray 
Cat Alliance fi led an emergency motion to allow them to 
intervene.  If their motion is granted, they will be able to 
seek modifi cation and appeal of the court’s order.

In New Jersey animal activists are trying to head off a 
proposal to reclassify feral cats.  This reclassifi cation would 
allow the cats to be hunted and shot, and the state Fish 
and Game Council has condemned the idea of leaving cats 
in the wild.  Since cats are not considered a food source in 
this country, New Jersey ferals simply would be shot for 
sport.  Now another committee that reports to the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection is studying the issue of 
TNR.  If this idea succeeds, it would end many successful 
TNR programs that are already working in the state.       

TNR, in conjunction with aggressive efforts to get 
people to spay or neuter their cats, is accepted by feline 
advocates as the most humane way to solve cat overpopu-
lation and problems caused by feral cats.  Unfortunately 
not all communities think this is a solution.  Neighbors an-
noyed by feral colonies and feral cat advocates want the 
same thing.  Both want to end feline overpopulation and 
stop nuisance behaviors from groups of feral cats.  It is the 
method used to achieve those goals that differ.

Ferals need friends who are willing to speak for them 
and convince communities to implement the humane con-
trol route fi rst and not just when citizens complain.

To learn more about the problems ferals face in differ-
ent communities and the actions being taken to help them, 
check these links.

Alley Cat Allies, www.alleycats.org

Alley Cat Rescue, www.saveacat.org

Tree House Humane Society, www.treehouseanimals.org

The No-Kill Advocacy Center, 
www.nokilladvocacycenter.org

Neighborhood Cats, www.neighborhoodcats.org
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When I was a girl, what I wanted most in the whole wide 
world, what I dreamt about, and asked for on every birth-
day and Christmas was a dog.  After a disastrous attempt to 
bring a puppy into our home when I was seven – no time for 
a pup with small children in the family – my parents were 
consistent and united.  No. No. And no.  I resorted to read-
ing everything I could about dogs.  At the age of ten, I found 
a book in our town library about the history of the West-
minster Dog Show.  I poured over that book and swooned 
over the wire fox terriers, my favorite dogs at the time.  I 
checked that book out so often that the librarian banned 
me from taking it out anymore.  “Get a life,” she told me. 
“Read something different.”  And so it was that in my tenth 
year, the Westminster Dog Show became the first item on 
my bucket list.  

Recently I went to New 
York City for the Dog Writ-
ers Association of America 
annual banquet, conve-
niently held the night be-
fore the Westminster Dog 
Show.  This presented me 
with the opportunity to 
cover the show for PETro-
glyphs.  I was finally going to 
Westminster.  I had watched 
the event on television.  I 
thought I knew what to ex-
pect.  I was wrong.  

To what can I compare 
Westminster?  It is arguably 
the canine American Idol.  
The show starts out with 
2500 hopeful dogs of 173 breeds and varieties, all primped 
and preened to perfection.  The dogs are sleek, fuzzy, wiry, 
fluffy, big, small, drooly, jowled, wrinkled, smooth, muscular, 
delicate, riotous, gorgeous, and confident as they strut their 

stuff in the rings. 
The  press is every-
where. Cameras 
flash as winners 
pose.  The events 
are streamed on  
the Internet 
around the world.  

The dogs are 
judged first in 
their breed and 
variety categories                      
(varieties are dif-

CASA CANINE

Article and Photos By Deborah Schildkraut, Ph.D.

DOG WRITERS’ ASSOCIATION MAXWELL AWARD 2006

BUCKET LIST BUCKET LIST 

ferent types of 
the same breed, 
for example, toy 
poodles, minia-
ture poodles and 
standard poodles 
or smooth and 
rough-coated col-
lies).  The best of 
breed and variety 
winners compete against each other in their various groups.  
There are seven groups: toy, herding, sporting, non-sporting, 
working, hound, and terrier. Toy dog breed winners com-
pete against each other for Best of Toy Group.  Herding dog 

breeds compete against 
other herding dogs for Best 
of Herding Group.   And so 
on with each of the seven 
groups.  The seven best of 
group winners complete 
against each other on the 
final night for the crown of 
Best in Show.  Rock on!  

During the two days of 
the show, there are up to six 
rings of judging happening 
simultaneously.  Dogs are 
coming and going.  People 
are everywhere.  Refresh-
ments are hawked in the 
stands.  “Popcorn, get your 
popcorn here.”   It’s hot.  It’s 
noisy – not the dogs but the 
fans who do not sit quietly.  

They cheer and yell for their favorites.  

In the benching area where the dogs stay before and af-
ter they have been in the judging ring, people ooh and aah 
over the dogs up close.  Handlers interact with the fans and 
educate them about breed traits.   It is in the benching area 
that you can see the canine Johnny-on-the-spots, pens with 
thick sawdust floors for doggy nature calls.  

Westminster’s been on my bucket list for 50 years. I still re-
member the wire fox terrier who so impressed me as a child, 
one of the few two-time Best in Show winners, Champion 
Pendley Calling of Blarney.  Fox terriers have been replaced 
in my affection by rescue greyhounds and All-American 
mixed breeds.  But it was that early lure of Westminster that 
put me on a lifelong path of compassion and love for dogs.   
And now I get to check it off my bucket list. 

Pembroke Welsh Corgis at Westminster

Uno the Rock Star
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zen semen from an 
old world style Briard 
who had been born 
in 1984.  Cognac’s 
champion name – 
Vintage Eighty-four - 
refl ects his auspicious 
beginning. 

As with the New-
comb daughters, 
Christi grew up 
around dog shows.  
Her mother, RuthAnn 
Leigh-Phillips showed 

Chesapeake Bay retrievers in both confi rmation and performance for 35 
years. RuthAnn has been an inspiration and mentor to Christi.  “Mom 
started showing my dogs for me.  She mentored me about breeding and 
about how to show a dog.”  Her best advice – “Relax and believe in your 
dog.”

RuthAnn helps Christi with the Briards, and accompanied Christi and 
Cognac to Westminster.  The trip was a dream come true for both mother 
and daughter. 

Christi used a professional handler to show Cognac because she gets a 
bit nervous at big shows.  And there isn’t anything bigger than Westmin-
ster.  She remembers the overwhelming feeling when Cognac was about 
to step into the ring.  “Before Cognac went in the ring, my handler, Susie 
Oliveri, noticed my necklace that has a painting of Cognac’s grandmother 
on it.  She had shown that dog for me as well.  The second Susie noticed 
it, tears came to my eyes.  It has been a long road from there to here.”

Arlene Nonnemacher and Uno

Arlene Nonnemacher loves Bouviers Des Flan-
dres.  The large muscular herding dogs are strong 
and intelligent.  She has two.  Cai is a 7-year old 
therapy dog who regularly visits the University 
of New Mexico Children’s Hospital with Arlene.  
Uno is the showman in the family.  The 4-year 
old male weighs 91 lbs.  For all of his size, he is 
a calm, laid back fellow.  Try to talk with Arlene 
while she is with Uno and you will constantly be 
interrupted by people asking questions, taking 
photos and asking to pat Uno.  He is a Bouvier 
rock star.  His personality, unusual coat and large 
size attract a lot of attention.  

Arlene and Uno are fi rst timers at Westmin-
ster.  Uno received his championship in 2009.  
When Arlene was notifi ed Uno had been select-
ed to participate in the 2010 Westminster show, 
she was ecstatic.  Then the reality of the trip to 
New York City sank in.  The journey required tre-
mendous planning.  It was no easy feat to travel 
2000 miles by air with a large dog, an extra 

large dog crate, her own luggage and everything she would need for the 
show and for staying with Uno in a hotel in downtown NYC.  To show in 
an event as big as Westminster, she says, “You’ve got to love it.”

How does is feel to show your dog at Westminster for the fi rst time? 
For Arlene it became real when she saw Uno’s name in the program.  “I 
just cried,” she said. “It was so emotional.”  Arlene handles Uno in the 
judging ring. She and Uno were the fi rst pair to enter the ring at Westmin-
ster.   In that moment as she stepped before the judge, she felt confi dent. 
“I got us here all by myself.  No matter what happens, I was proud of 
myself and my boy!”

~

For others interested in making the long journey to Westminster, the 
three women have some sage advice.  “Take the best dog that is possible, 
train it the best and groom it the best – and then just pretend you are 
in a cow barn show in West Texas,” Sharon says with a smile.  She also 
suggests a mentor, “someone to show you the ramps and back ways to 
navigate Madison Square Garden, the easy places to keep dogs and how 
to exercise them in the city.” 

“Be prepared,” says Arlene.   “Go fi rst as a spectator.  See what hap-
pens behind the scenes.  If it is still what you want to do, go for it!”

 
Christi advises, “Be aware that it is a hard show on everyone involved, 

so don’t expect too much.  Look for the joy in 
the experience where you can.”

~

Mickey, Cognac and Uno performed well in 
the ring, but awards were not to come their 
way this year.  Sharon, Christi and Arlene are 
unanimous that it isn’t just about winning.  For 
the three women there are no regrets. So what 
makes it worth all they went through to get to 
Westminster?  

Christi explains what the experience meant 
to her.  “For me it was worth it because it was 
a chance of a lifetime.  My mother had so much 
fun and was so happy, which makes me happy.  
It is something I can say I did, and I love my 
dog.”

Westminster for Arlene was “an amazing 
high of adrenaline.  Like getting the brass ring. 
I’m the kind of person that needs goals, and this 

THE JOURNEY TO WESTMINSTER   
continued from page 1

Christi Leigh and her Briard, Cognac

Arlene  Nonnemacher and her Bouvier 
des Flandres, Uno, with friends

In order to be eligible for Westminster, dogs must have achieved 
American Kennel Club champion status by accruing suffi cient wins 
at AKC sanctioned shows.  The fi ve AKC champion dogs of each 
breed and variety who have defeated the most dogs of that 
breed or variety at shows in the previous year, are invited to 
pre-enter Westminster.  All other participants are selected from 
an open entry process until the maximum entry number of 2500 
dogs for the show is reached.  

Information provided by Westminster Kennel Club.

(continued next page)
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one was a big one. Dream, work, achieve. Anything is possible, with hard 
work. I didn’t give up when people told me to. Would I go again? Abso-
lutely, to win next time!”

For Sharon, it’s like an addiction.  “We really can’t help it,” she says.  
“It is our world with dogs.  Our friends.  Our places where we feel like we 
come home every time we walk into a show anywhere in the world.  We 
share a common language – DOGS!

Know Thy Dog
Not all breeds of dogs are appropriate for all people, lifestyles and 
families.  Please seek out guidance and information before adopt-
ing a breed whose looks you may like but who may not be a match 
for you.  

Remember. There are many wonderful All-American mixed breeds 
and purebred dogs waiting to be adopted at shelters and rescues 
throughout the country.

f  g  h  i  l  m  n

their kittens.  It is vital that these animals get fostered and socialized so they are 
ready for adoption.  Anyone interested in fostering animals for the shelters should 
contact me.  Prospective fosters need to fi ll out an application and talk with Dr. 
Vigil.

We hoped to hire a volunteer coordinator but that is impossible with the budget 
cuts.  At the moment we have a volunteer doing the job.  We are looking for people 
to walk dogs, cuddle cats and work at adoption events.  A lot of our volunteer jobs 
involve interacting with the animals so their time at the shelter is more bearable.  
Volunteers also help socialize the animals.  

Kennel Kompadres runs a humane education program in the elementary schools.  
They could use volunteers to expand the program.  The person would need to have 
time during the day to take their animal, usually a dog or cat, with them to the 
school and present programs for various grade levels.  This is an excellent program 
that helps children interact with animals in a humane way.”

PETroglyphs:  Will you continue the practices of the previous administration 
when it comes to infection control and sterile practices?
Bruin: “Defi nitely.  These programs will be continued and re-emphasized because it 
is necessary to contain and prevent disease.  We still lose too many cats to respira-
tory disease.”

PETroglyphs:  Can you tell us about the Eastside renovation?  When will it be 
completed and what improvements can we expect to see?
Bruin: “I am being told the renovation will be done in June.  I hope that’s correct.  
There will be a better adoption lobby with more clerks to serve the public.  We will 
also have an improved cattery so the cats will be healthier, happier and show to 
a better advantage.  The Tammy Bemis Memorial Clinic will be dedicated to spay/
neuter surgeries.”  

PETroglyphs:  What animals do you have at home?
Bruin: “When I began this job, I had two silver tabbies named Frank and Tony.  On 
my fourth day of work I took a silver tabby kitten named Joyce home to foster.  Now 
I am adopting her and she goes for her spay surgery tomorrow.  I look at her as my 
signing bonus.  We’ve been calling her ‘Baby Joyce’ but I may change her name to 
Charlotte.  The boys get along with her very well.  The staff was afraid I would con-
tinue taking animals home but I think she’s my limit.”

Petroglyphs:  Thank you for your time.  Good luck running the shelters.
Bruin:  I hope we see improvements soon.

Albuquerque Animal Welfare  continued from page 1

OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP
1.  If you work with a rescue group that would like to take shelter animals for 
adoption or if you would like to volunteer at the shelter, please call Barbara 
Bruin at 505-764-1123.  She wants to talk with you.

2.  If you want to donate to either the spay/neuter efforts or to upgrading the 
cages in the cattery, please send your check to: Kennel Kompadres, 139 Palacio, 
Corrales, NM 87048 and specify how the money is to be used.

Everyone loves top ten lists.  What are the top ten most popular 
dog and cat breeds in the US?  For the breed registries, Ameri-
can Kennel Club (AKC), The Cat Fanciers Association (CFA) and 
The International Cat Association (TICA), this is based on the 
number of cats and dogs registered for that particular breed.  
While it is fun to see what the purebred registries consider the 
top ten breeds, we all know that our own cat or dog is actually 
#1 on any list. 

AKC – Most Popular Dogs
1. Labrador Retriever
2. German Shepherd Dog
3. Yorkshire Terrier
4. Golden Retriever
5. Beagle
6. Boxer
7. Bulldog
8. Dachshund
9. Poodle
10. Shih Tzu

CFA  - Most Popular Cat Breeds
1. Persian
2. Exotic
3. Maine Coon
4. Siamese
5. Abyssinian
6. Ragdoll
7. Sphynx
8. American Shorthair
9. Birman
10. Oriental

TICA – Most Popular Cat Breeds
1. Bengal
2. Ragdoll
3. Maine Coon
4. Sphynx
5. Siberian
6. Savannah (Advanced New Breed Class, and breeders are 
currently working toward Championship status)
7. Persian
8. Norwegian Forest
9. British Shorthair
10. Abyssinian

To learn more about these breeds and others, go to
www.akc.org, www.cfainc.org, and www.tica.org.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

SHOP THE PETroglyphs STORE AT CAFEPRESS.COM
 

Help animals by showing your PETroglyphs colors! 
Don your PETroglyphs T-shirt and pack your PETroglyphs tote with 

necessities for a day of hiking. Shop cafepress.com for an extensive lineup of 
high-quality, useful products with designs by PETroglyphs. 

We receive a donation from every purchase you make. 

Visit the PETroglyphs store at 
www.cafepress.com/petroglyphsnm

Give a gift of Petroglyphs
A copy of Petroglyphs is on every animal lover’s wish list for

holidays, birthdays or no occasion at all.

Why give Petroglyphs?

It’s unique. It’s the only statewide animal newspaper in New Mexico packed with 
  expert advice, cool products and services, local animal events, and more!
It’s easy.  Avoid the crowds by ordering online or by mail.
It’s cheery.  A personalized card accompanies each gift subscription.
It keeps on giving.  Four big issues throughout the year.
It’s affordable.  Just a $15 donation. One year’s worth of Petroglyphs.

Treat your family and friends (or yourself!) with gift copies of Petroglyphs delivered to your mailbox.

Return this form with your donation to be put on the mailing list. All donations are tax-deductible.
Additional donations are very much appreciated.

Name  (please print)  _____________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________ State ________ Zip ______________

Please send check or money order to:
Petroglyphs, 7601 Vista del Arroyo NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109
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U.S. Postage
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Albuquerque, NM

Remember to check the follow-
ing sections on our website 

www.PetroglyphsNM.org
 

Calendar for the Animals
Pet Memorials

New Mexico Animal Resource 
Directory

Book Reviews
Issue Archives

& more...
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